Youth Policy into Action
A #CanadaWeWant Theme
At the 2020 #CanadaWeWant Conference, twelve young people aged thirteen to
twenty (six Indigenous and six non-Indigenous) came together to discuss the State
of
. the Youth Report that will provide a snapshot of how Canada meets the Youth
Policy for Canada.
Throughout the seven-day discussion, youth participants identified four key areas
to prioritize: 1) Government transparency and accountability, 2) Increased Access
to Quality Opportunities for All Young People, 3) Regionally Specific Approaches
and 4) Increased Avenues for Youth Voice (specifically to address the disconnect
between youth and educational institutions
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Executive Summary
“Canada’s Youth Policy has to be a living and breathing document”

What Youth Told Us
At the 2020 #CanadaWeWant National Youth Conference, 12 youth participants discussed how
to turn Canada’s Youth Policy into action and what they wanted to be included in the State of
Youth Report.
Youth participants began by reviewing and assessing Canada’s Youth Policy. Participants felt it
was a good start, but significant work needed to be done to make sure the policy turned into
observable action in regions across Canada, and that reporting was representative of their diverse
needs and identities. Youth participants outlined four key theme areas for the government to
focus on. These themes organized the recommendations outlined in this report.
The first theme outlined was a need for government transparency and accountability. Youth
participants felt this is the most important contributor to the foundation of a strong and
representative policy and State of Youth report. Youth participants recognized efforts by the
Canadian government to be transparent, accountable and representative but had
recommendations on improvement. Youth participants recommended that the Government of
Canada should present the State of Youth report in a clear, accessible and interactive way for all
young people. They believed this should be facilitated through a digital interface that is developed
by young people, for young people. Participants also outlined the importance of creating reporting
strategies outside of the status-quo to measure young people’s feelings of belonging, engagement,
connection and self-identity.
The second theme outlined was a need for government to take on regionally specific approaches
to reporting and policy implementation. Youth felt that often, national policy’s disregarded the
specific regional needs that require diverse implementation and reporting strategies. Participants
believed this leads to poorer or less-effective outcomes. Youth participants recommended
equitable funding models that assess and weigh diverse needs of regions. They also recommended
the creation of decentralized municipal strategies and committees that help a centralized national
committee report on the implementation of the national youth policy in various regions across
Canada.
The third theme outlined was a need for increased access to quality opportunities for youth.
Youth participants stated that opportunities are commonly out there but are hard to identify or
inaccessible. The young people in the group discussed that if young people were involved in how
funding is allocated in their communities for specific opportunities, it may address these issues.
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Youth participants want targeted reporting to measure where existing opportunities can be
improved in quality and access.
The fourth theme discussed was the need for increased avenues for youth voice (specifically to
address the disconnect between youth and educational institutions). Youth participants addressed
that they do not feel represented by the institutions that contribute to their development,
specifically schools. It was suggested that young people should have more opportunities to have
input into these systems, so that they are formatted in a successful and effective way that meets
the diverse and changing needs of young people (in that region).
The youth participants were optimistic about the future of the state of youth, and Canada’s Youth
Policy, but want it to be recognized there is still much to be addressed. Canada’s Youth Policy has
to be a living and breathing document.
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Collecting Voice
An Introduction to the Process
In 2018, the government launched a “national conversation with youth” (Trudeau, 2018). Through
this process, a diverse range of youth voice was collected on what life was like for young people
living in Canada in every province and territory. This input shaped Canada’s first-ever National
Youth Policy. Canadian youth identified six priority areas: Leadership and Impact; Health and
Wellness; Innovation, Skills and Learning; Employment; Truth and Reconciliation; and Environment
and Climate Action.
At the 2020 Canada We Want Conference hosted by the Students Commission of Canada, the
“national conversation with youth” continued. This time, the purpose was to collect youth input on
how Canada’s Youth Policy can be turned into observable action and how the policy’s correlating
outcomes can be measured and reported through the ‘State of Youth’ Report.

The Four Pillars™
Before any work began, youth participants acknowledged the importance of acting through the
Four Pillars™. The Four Pillars™ laid the foundation for inclusive, honest and safe discussion. This
led to youth voice (and data) that is representative and authentic. The Four Pillars™ are (in this
order): Respect, Listen, Understand and Communicate.
Young people and facilitators always respected one another in discussion. Respect took several
shapes in group sessions including: disagreeing without being disagreeable, following groupidentified guidelines, confronting biases honestly and without judgment, and being generally
respectful by basing actions off potential impact versus original intent.
Because respect was facilitated, real listening could occur. Participants and facilitators listened not
only to each other’s verbal communication but also to the non-verbal cues that make up so much
of our communication. Participants and facilitators listened to body language, eye contact,
silences, space navigation and visual communication. The group listened to understand, and not to
respond.
Because listening occurred respectfully, the group was able to understand one another. When
they didn’t, they agreed to ask questions and confront disagreements to further understanding.
From the previous 3 pillars emerged the fourth: all barriers fell away, and successful
communication took place. This happened through passionate discussion and honest reflections.
In the end, representative recommendations and data were produced.
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The Issue: Reviewing the Youth Policy
Youth Participants Review Canada’s Youth Policy
In this section, this report will identify the findings that emerged from discussion that took place
over approximately 30 hours (over seven days). Initially, youth participants discussed Canada’s
Youth Policy’s six key theme areas: Leadership and Impact, Health and Wellness, Innovation, Skills
and Learning, Employment, Truth and Reconciliation, and Environment and Climate Change.
Facilitators observed that discussion surrounding these priorities oriented around four participantidentified themes: government transparency and accountability, regional specific lenses, access to
opportunities and a neglect of youth voice in school-systems. These themes were increasingly
evident as facilitators guided conversation towards a discussion on recommendations of what to
include in the State of Youth Report. This section will briefly present the findings that surfaced
from conversation with particular attention to the four listed recommendations and the Youth
Policy’s six sectioned priorities. This section is followed by a ‘Discussion’ section where the youth
used the findings on their own discussion to create recommendations for the future of the State
of Youth Report and Canada’s Youth Policy.

Introduction to Findings Through Visual Data
One youth participant represented their concerns with the current state of youth through artistic
form. This was the write-up that the young person wrote to be included with the visual:
“The purple heart represents ‘The Youth’ while the longer broken heart represents ‘The Adults’.
The pencil lines showcase paths in life. The black pen lines is the corruption and chaos that
everyone goes through.
There is no clear path from the youth to the adults, when that happens, darkness takes over and
purple” – Youth Participant, 2020
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Leadership and Impact
“Young people tend to participate more when they feel heard – which needs to be added to the plan and
policy.” – Youth Participant, 2020
Youth participants identified a clear need for more leadership opportunities. Additionally,
participants discussed that leadership opportunities for youth are frequently only present as a
tokenistic position, which is disenfranchising for youth and acts against the empowering purpose
that position was intended to hold. Participants brought up that they wanted roles in their
community that create space for youth to make high-level decisions. This could include positions
on crown boards, elected positions, or direct avenues to work with adult decision makers. To fully
gauge impact, youth participants asserted that it would be valuable to create a mechanism for
community check-ins to see if they are feeling the changes of the national youth policy and
making sure youth are a part of these follow-up committees. For example, the participants
suggested if there was a central national committee that works with de-centralized municipal
committees to measure outcomes of Canada’s Youth Policy. There is a need for paid leadership
roles for youth in these evaluation systems. Youth participants identified that incentives are an
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important feature in increasing access to opportunity, particularly incentives that cover the
opportunity cost of time.

Health and Wellness
Initially, youth participants brought up concerns surrounding proportionally poorer health and
wellness outcomes for Indigenous youth and believed that it required immediate attention. There
was also a significant amount of discussion surrounding both the physical and social barriers to
accessing help for both physical and mental health issues. Youth participants pointed out that the
cost of fast mental health services is unfair and inequitable. Stigma surrounding mental health was
also discussed in detail, concluding that the more people are brought into the conversation on
mental health will lead to decreased stigmatization. To further address the concerns, youth
identified the benefit of pro-social relationships. They recommended that every young person has
a caring and consistent adult in their life, and that there be a significant investment to increase
access to opportunities that build pro-social networks or pro-social skills. It was clearly indicated
that this has to be prioritised in rural and remote communities and for Indigenous young people
(with particular attention to Indigenous youth in foster care systems).
In terms of measurement, participants brought up that the term “attainable” was not acceptable in
this section of the policy without accompanying information on what is classified as attainable or
not. Participants clearly identified that in the State of Youth report there has to be clarity on
desired outcomes. Participants also highlighted the significant effects of cultural and physical
belonging on wellbeing and encouraged that to be a source of measurement.

Innovation, Skills and Learning
“A big part of skills and education is knowing your background and where you come from” – Youth
Participant, 2020
Predominantly, this discussion topic was dominated by a discussion on the importance of
culturally relevant education. Indigenous participants shared what it meant to them to be able to
(or in some cases, not be able to) learn traditional languages, skills and knowledge. This led to
youth participants advocating for educational systems to follow the specific educational needs of
the community. Specific examples discussed by participants include how: some regions may need
specific assistance to help teen parents or another may need improved financial literacy, or an
Indigenous community may require cultural learning practices to promote belonging. Youth
mentioned how this can be facilitated both in and outside of schools (non-status quo learning
environments), but both deserve investment.
Included in this discussion was a significant amount of advocacy for more opportunities for youth
to have a say in what they are learning. Several youth felt language-rights were being disregarded,
Canadian history with Indigenous people is falsified, downplayed or ignored, and youth were not
being provided with proper life skills. One participant brought up that they believed if youth were
able to present what they felt they needed to feel prepared for adulthood, outcomes would
improve.
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Employment
Youth participants identified that employment needs are exceptionally specific to region, and both
national and regional specific approaches are required. The group brought up that youth-specific
jobs that are flexible and part-time should receive investment. Youth participants stated that there
should be more opportunities for internship but more importantly, these opportunities should be
non-discriminatory. Internship opportunities need to be increased in Indigenous communities and
rural and remote communities. Also discussed was the need for increased investment in social
enterprising – youth want to make a difference in their communities and want financial incentive
to do this, as well as social incentives. One youth stated that doing good shouldn’t only be for
those who can afford it.
Youth participants suggested that throughout their development they have been pushed into
boxes dictating what skills they should learn and what employment options are available to them.
These biases, they said, were mainly resting of gender and race stereotypes, class distinctions and
regional trends. Participants highlighted the need to remove this stigma and bias from the future
work force to increase productivity, happiness and opportunity.

Truth and Reconciliation
Youth participants laid intense importance on the fact that Truth and Reconciliation must be a lens
applied to all other prioritised sections. Participants promoted that this must be the case for all
action items carried out. Measuring Youth Policy outcomes for Indigenous youth holds particular
importance and should have significant attention in State of Youth Report.
Youth participants identified a need to support Indigenous youth’s innovation in rural and remote
communities. Indigenous youth participants also brought up (which was agreed upon by the entire
group) that pro-social network formation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous cultures both
across Canada and within communities through culture sharing, shared goals, diverse experiences,
culture camps will help Canada on the path to reconciliation. Youth participants criticized current
support systems around them, specifically support systems for Indigenous youth. Participants said
that bringing elders into systems and offering more opportunities for them to provide guidance
and supports would be beneficial.
Youth participants think a top priority on the path to reconciliation is updating history curricula
and improving access to Indigenous language learning.

Environment and Climate Change
Participants are looking for the State of Youth Report to demonstrate the most important
thing when considering Canada’s environment is a respect for Indigenous rights and their
consent on environmental decisions that affect their traditional land. Several participants
brought up that including Indigenous traditional teachings about a changing climate and
protecting our earth when creating climate change strategies would be a useful strategy.
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Youth participants classified Canada’s mentality on climate change as either neglectful or
crisis-minded, without the middle-ground where solutions are developed.
Youth participants expressed they want improved and increased avenues for youth dialogue
on climate change across regions across Canada, including rural and remote communities and
indigenous reserves. There should be clear and easy access to information on climate change,
and it should be taught in all schools (including schools with religion-based curriculums)
without question. Youth participants want accountable governance on climate change
including transparent action plans and timelines. One youth recommended penalties to
government when those plans aren’t followed that are reparations for future generations (this
received varied responses of support and disagreement from group).

Vision for Change
Dream Tree
Youth participants used a ‘Dream Tree’ exercise (found on the next page) to identify vision
concisely. They first identified the change they want to see. Youth participants identified:
they want to see a State of Youth Report that is easily accessible and accountable to all young
people. Canada’s youth policy and the State of Youth report should be well circulated and
known by young people. The report should pay particular attention to access to quality
opportunities for all young people, regional specific approaches to action and reporting and
increasing avenues for youth voice specifically to address the disconnect between youth and
educational institutions.
Next, participants distinguished their guiding values and principles and the resources needed
to complete their vision. Youth participants, in their discussion on guiding principles,
highlighted the importance of CWW2020’s guiding lenses: Truth and Reconciliation,
Structural Racism, Children’s Rights, and Rural and Remote Communities. After this, youth
participants began brainstorming action-oriented ideas of how to get there. These developed
into the formal recommendations presented later in the report.

10

A
QUE N
D
A
N
A
O
C
U
E
I
A
T
O
H
N
U
S
L
S
SO
#

The way we want to get
there (Action):

The way we want to get
there (Action):
-

-

Create municipal youth
strategies that follow the
mandate of the national
youth policy.
Measure how culturally
connected young people to
their education. How does
this affect belonging and
educational outputs?

-

Youth representatives in
government/youth with
opportunity to connect with
adult representatives.

-

Access to schools for
information provision and
data-collection for State of
Youth Report.

-

Consistent afterschool
opportunities

Engaging campaigns to
inform youth on policy.

-

Include paid youth-staff to
work the on research,
analysis and reporting
process of Canada’s Youth
Policy.

The way we want to get there
(Action):

What we need to get there
(Resources):
-

-

-

A digital interface that hosts a
consistently updating timeline
of projects, changes, and
initiatives to their correlating
outcomes that drive the youth
policy forward. This should be
easily accessible and navigable
by youth and be ‘an
interactive State of Youth
Report’.
Improve access and quality to
existing opportunities by
focussing on regional-specific
issues. For example, provide
meaningful incentives to cover
the opportunity cost of time
for youth.

The way we want to get
there (Resources):
-

Opportunities for young
people to dictate funding
that affects them.

-

Create equitable funding
model to measure
implementation of youth
policy that is constant in
regions across Canada
(even when rural/remote).

What are the values and the principles to
ground our recommendations?

What are the values and the principles to ground
our recommendations?

Promotion of diversity, inclusion and equity: Canada’s
Youth Policy and the State of Youth Report must
consider truth and reconciliation, structural racism,
children’s rights, and youth in rural and remote
communities.

Youth voice that is respected: The State of Youth Report
can’t accurately convey data without hearing what young
people have to say. Moreover, participants pointed out
that it is important that recommendations are taken
seriously and not as a token for action-items to be
successful and reporting to be representative.
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The Youth Policy We Want: Findings and
Recommendations
In this section, the report will present the recommendations of the youth participants for the State of
Youth Report. This will be followed by a brief section outlining recommendations on how to turn Canada’s
Youth Policy into action. The recommendations are: 1) Government transparency and accountability, 2)
regional specific approaches, 3) increased access to quality opportunities for all young people, and 4)
increased avenues for youth voice (specifically to address the disconnect between youth and educational
institutions). The report will present the rationale and approach that the young people discussed in group
sessions. These recommendations were presented and discussed by other Canada We Want conference
participants, who also contributed to the articles below.

Recommendations on the State of Youth Report
Recommendation 1. Create youth-approved systems and plans for government transparency and
accountability

1.1 The government of Canada should present the State of Youth Report in a clear and
accessible way for young people. This interface should be developed by young people, for
young people.
Rationale: Young people in Canada deserve to know the progress being made on promises delivered
through Canada’s Youth Policy. Youth participants discussed the inaccessible nature of most
government documents, and the Government of Canada’s website. Youth participants feel that
government frequently has good intentions to be accountable and transparent but fall short on method,
especially when presentation occurs through digital interfaces.
Approach: Participants agreed that the presentation method of the State of Youth Report should be
developed by youth through paid opportunities, for youth, and resemble up-to-date digital interfaces.
This should be a consistently updating timeline of projects, changes, and initiatives that drive the youth
policy forward. It should be easily accessible and navigable by youth. Youth participants recommend this
happens through a digital interface (specifically, both an app and website).
1.2 The Government of Canada needs to make extra efforts to measure more volatile and
hard-to-measure outcomes including community engagement and belonging.
Rationale: Youth participants worry the State of Youth Report will focus on easy to track outcomes.
However, participants highlighted with urgency that factors such as engagement, self-identity and
belonging affect their trajectory significantly and need improvement and measured outcomes.
Approach: Use quantitative and qualitative research across Canada, with paid youth researchers (in
partnership with adult researchers), to collect data on factors mentioned above.
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1.3 Include paid youth-staff to work the on research, analysis and reporting process of Canada’s
Youth Policy.
Rationale: Participants believe that if young people are included in the research process, it will assist in
accountability and transparency. Youth working in partnership with adult researchers will format ethical
research with accuracy, integrity and effaceable direction. Participants also brought up this idea because
young people need improved employment/internship opportunities.
Recommendation 2. Create and maintain regional specific approaches to reporting.
2.1. Create equitable funding models to measure implementation of youth policy that ensures equity in
regions across Canada.
Rationale: It was discussed several times that there are shortfalls in equitable funding. Rural and remote
communities and Indigenous communities are often in the most need, however because they are hard to
reach, face funding deficits when they should be receiving surpluses to improve outcomes.
Approach: Participants recommend that funding be equitably distributed, with specific effort to invest in
measuring outcomes on regions across Canada that are difficult to reach. This funding model should be
reviewed by young people before implementation.
2.2 Mandatory recognition of the youth policy inside municipal government including the creation of
municipal youth strategies that follow the mandate of the national youth policy.
Rationale: Participants frequently discussed shortfalls in their communities to correlate national policies
to municipal approaches. To avoid this trend with Canada’s Youth Policy, youth participants pointed out
the importance of creating regional specific strategies that directly correlate to the mandate of Canada’s
Youth Policy.
Approach: Youth Participants recommend the formation of regional committees that have direct access
to municipal decision-makers and national committees measuring the implementation of the youth policy
and state of youth. These regional committees will assist in measuring the implementation of the National
Youth Policy in a regional-specific context.
2.3 Measure regional-specific outcomes.
Rationale: Several youth participants, specifically Indigenous participants and participants from rural and
remote communities, felt that the Government of Canada groups them into a national context that does
not represent them. They want data that shows the diverse needs of their demographic and region.
Approach: Through recommendations 2.1 and 2.2 approaches, measure regional specific outcomes
including questions such as: “How are youth in your region’s voices heard and valued?”, “How connected
do you feel to your region-specific issues?” and “How do you know if government decision makers care
about your region-specific issues?”.
Recommendation 3. Specific Measurements Increase Access to Quality Opportunities

Rationale: Young people need increased access to quality opportunities and feel that there are not direct
efforts in their communities to facilitate this access.
Approach: Take specific efforts to report on the State of Youth to measure how many youth have access
to opportunities that allow their voices to be heard and valued (by decision-makers). Support youth to
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turn that data into approaches to create direct avenues for youth to tell the government how they can
better serve them.
Recommendation 4. Increase and Improve avenues for young people to address the disconnect between
youth voice and educational institutions
4.1 Measure how culturally connected young people are to their education. How does this affect
belonging and educational outputs?
Rationale: Youth participants expressed a disconnect between their culture and learning. Youth
participants explored research that stated the importance of cultural-based learning and supported the
positive results of cultural based learning with their own experiences.
Approach: The State of Youth Report should measure how culturally connected young people feel to their
education (both institutional and extra-institutional). This data should be adapted to Canada’ Youth
Policy.
4.2 Direct outreach from federal government to inform about the National Youth Policy and the
outcomes it aims to produce through schools and other formats.

Rationale: Several participants did not know about Canada’s Youth Policy before the #CanadaWeWant
Conference and agreed that this should not be the case. Youth participants felt educational institutions
are the easiest way to access young people in mass numbers.
Approach: The Government of Canada should create engaging campaigns to inform youth on policy.
These campaigns should be created in youth-adult partnerships. Additionally, the Government of Canada
should implement annual polls for young people to hear opinions and perspectives about school systems.
Article 5. Questions youth participants want to be asked:
Below is a list of questions youth participants brainstormed (wording is quoted) that they wanted to be
asked and measured:
-
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“Is mental health improving?”
“How will the youth policy impact you? Can youth create change in their community?”
“How often do you feel safe?”
“What percentage of youth have affordable and accessible mental health support/care?”
“How often are youth from remote and rural communities involved in important conversations?”
“What percent do youth feel that diverse opinions are included in decision making?”
“How many people in various communities know about the policies?”
“Is your voice being turned into action?”
“Are the relationships between indigenous and non-indigenous youth in your community becoming
stronger?”
“Do you feel there are safe spaces in their communities?”
“Has youth engagement increased?”
“How many youth feel heard and valued in their schools?”
“How accessible is information on children’s rights?”
“Do more indigenous youth feel connected to their language, culture and identity?”
“How many youths play organized sports who want to?”

-

“Do you get to participate in opportunities they want to?”
“What trainings do government officials and teachers do that match youth policy goals?”
“Do you know about Canada’s Youth Policy?”
“Do Canadian youth feel represented by the data shown in the youth report?”
“Do youth feel safe in their homes?”
“Do young people feel like they belong?”
“Are non-indigenous teacher-indigenous youth relationships improving?”
“Can youth access their culture? Learn about other cultures?”
“How many youth in Canada have access to education on climate change and water?”
“What % of youth have access to traditional indigenous education?”
“Are youth satisfied with their current quality of life?”
“How many youth feel entitled to/want to go to school?”
“Do youth feel a safe sense of belonging?”
“Is there proper funding for mental health?”
“Do youth feel they can make an impact in their community?”
“Do youth feel their voice is respected?”

Recommendations for a Youth Policy in Action
Recommendation 1. Create youth-approved systems and plans for government transparency and
accountability
1.1 Creating direct and incentivized avenues for youth to tell the government how they can
better serve them
Rationale: Youth participants were happy with how Canada’s Youth Policy hosted direct conversations
with young people on the state of youth. However, participants think these systems to connect with
government should be more consistent. Youth believe their time is valuable, and should be seen as such,
agreeing these systems should incentivized.
Approach: Youth participants want to see more avenues to connect with government decision
makers in the long-term through youth councils, localised youth strategies and opportunities for
youth to be involved in policy writing and development that affects them. These opportunities
require incentives, and youth participants recognized food, transit costs, and honoraria as good
options to cover the opportunity cost of time. However, they all agreed that hourly-paid
opportunities are best.

Recommendation 2. Create regional-specific approaches when turning Canada’s Youth Policy into Action
2.1 Creation of municipal youth strategies that follow the mandate of the national youth policy.
Rationale: Young people living in Canada want a policy that represents their regional identity, and
not just Canada’s grouped national identity as curated by the Government. Youth Participants
believe sweeping national strategies are not enough to address poor outcomes in their regions.
Approach: Each municipal government in Canada should have the responsibility to create a municipal
youth strategy where adults and youth work in partnership to adapt Canada’s Youth Policy on a
regional scale.
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2.2 Create access for the young people on crown boards to hear the diverse voices of regions across
Canada.
Rationale: Canada’s Youth Policy directly outlines increased youth participation and access to crown
boards. Youth participants wanted to ensure this strategy includes regions across Canada including
Indigenous reserves and Northern, rural and remote communities.
Recommendation 3. Increase Access to Quality Opportunity

3.1 Increase and create opportunities for young people to dictate funding that affects them.
Rationale: Youth participants are disappointed that opportunities are created without their input. Youth
participants believe that if funding is affecting them, they should have input. Using this method,
investment will be relevant to the needs of youth.
Approach: As stated. This should happen on localized and national levels through youth-adult
partnerships.
3.2 Improve the quality of current opportunities provided to youth (transportation, life-skills, guidance
counselling, mental health services, cultural services) specific to the region.

Rationale: Youth participants feel that there are several opportunities that exist, however recognize large
shortfalls in quality and access.

Recommendation 4. Increase and Improve avenues for young people to address the disconnect between youth
voice and educational institutions.
4.1 Increase and create opportunities for young people to dictate funding that affects them inside the
school system.
Rationale: See rationale for article 3.1.
Approach: See approach for article 3.1. This would also include the implementation of VOTING and nonsymbolic student positions on local school councils. Youth participants also recommended mandated
requirement of at least two student representatives to represent students in the school board. There
should be specific efforts to create autonomous methods to develop indigenous learning plans for onreserve schools that receive funding.
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Conclusion
Youth participants at the 2020 #CanadaWeWant National Youth Conference were optimistic about
the future of the state of youth, and Canada’s Youth Policy, but want it to be recognized there is still
much to be addressed. Young people want to see change addressed in the four key theme areas
addressed above. Youth participants don’t want their recommendations to be taken tokenistically,
and rather considered seriously. Participants frequently discussed a disconnect between Canada’s
Youth Policy and young people. Youth participants believe this can be addressed in how Canada’s
Youth Policy in measured and reported on. Most importantly, youth participants said that if Canada’s
Youth Policy is going to be successful, the State of Youth Report must be facilitated effectively. Most
of all, Canada’s Youth Policy has to be a living and breathing document that continues to develop to
address the diverse and changing needs of young people in regions across Canada.
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